[A case of craniopharyngioma with chemical meningitis as an initial symptom].
We reported a rare case of craniopharyngioma with chemical meningitis due to spontaneous rupture of the tumor. A 50-year-old woman was admitted with high fever, headache, and nausea. On physical examination, she had nuchal rigidity. The examination of her cerebral spinal fluid(CSF) revealed pleocytosis(mononuclear cell dominant), low value of glucose level and high content of protein. The feature of her CSF findings suggested tuberculosis or fungal meningitis, but bacteriologic culture of the CSF was negative. The CT scan showed an isodensity mass in the suprasellar region and a spotty calcification in the third ventricle. The MRI with gadolinium enhancement suggested that the tumor must be craniopharyngioma and that meningitis was a type of chemical meningitis due to spontaneous rupture of craniopharyngioma. The corticosteroid therapy was rather effective to the symptoms of fever and headache. Then the operation was performed by neurosurgeons, and the diagnosis of craniopharyngioma was pathologically confirmed. Spontaneous rupture of craniopharyngioma rarely occurred and was followed by chemical meningitis. This case was an extremely rare condition that presented with chemical meningitis as an initial symptom.